
1 
 

Academic Discourse: An International Journal Volume 12 No. 1, September, 2021: ISSN 2277-0364 

 

E-LEARNING, A VERITABLE PACKAGE FOR ADULT 

EDUCATION AT THE SENIOR SECONDARY  

SCHOOL LEVEL IN AFRICA 

 

 

 

PROF. BYRON U. MADUEWESI  

African Graduate School of Management and Leadership, 

Accra, Ghana 

 

 

Abstract 
Education is one of the sectors that have benefited so much from the modern 

trend of information and communication Technology (ICT). E-learning has 

been identified as a sure means of making education get to even the remotest 

part of the world. In Adult Senior Secondary School program, it is a viable 

means of closing the gap that is seen in the educational career of individuals 

who dropped out of secondary school for one reason or the other. This paper 

presents tips on designing an e-learning package for adult senior secondary 

school learners in Africa which can help them prepare for their WASSCE. t 

also outlines some of the challenges of e-learning, its advantages and 

disadvantages. Some suggestions are made one of which is ensuring that such 

packages in the various subjects are prepared by curriculum experts and 

subject specialists 

. 
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Introduction 

Education is the most viable means of survival that ensures the acquisition of 

knowledge, skills and competences. As a lifelong process, it can take place any time in 

an individual’s life within the formal school setting or outside it. Individuals who feel 

they have not met their ambition of getting properly educated resort to adult education.  

In Nigeria, some people may drop out of school after the compulsory free basic 

education as a result of poverty or some other reasons. Adult education becomes the last 

hope of such people especially when they still have the desire to further their education. 

The three years of upper basic education is expected to equip individuals with survival 

skills that can help them engage in some entrepreneurship and vocational skills as a 

means of livelihood. One may decide to drop out of school to get into 
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entrepreneurship/apprenticeship but can continue one’s education later. Furthermore, 

domestic and marital commitments as well as cultural restrictions can make people drop 

out of school. Such people may at a point in their lives decide to complete their 

secondary school education in order to earn the prerequisites for tertiary education. Saye 

in Obasi (2014) is of the view that e-learning becomes a veritable means of making 

senior secondary school education accessible to such people.  

This paper discusses issues such as the need for adult education at the 

secondary school level, e-learning advantages, and disadvantages and constrains, some 

tips on preparing e-learning packages for adult learners at the senior secondary school 

level, summary and suggestions. 

 

The Need for Adult Senior Secondary School Education in Africa 

Adult Education is a practice in which adults engage in systematic and 

sustained self-educating activities in order to gain new form of knowledge, skills, 

attitudes or values (Wikipedia). It is also described as any form of learning adults 

engage in beyond the traditional school. In some countries such as Nigeria, it is an out-

of-school programme which is part of the non-formal education. In section 4 article 66 

of the national policy on education FRN (2013) Mass literacy, Adult and Non-Formal 

Education are lumped together to take care of both youths and adults among others who 

have not completed their formal education for one reason or the other. It is specified in 

the document that one of the aims of Adult and Non-Formal Education is to provide 

functional and remedial education to young people who left school early and did not 

complete secondary school education. It is also meant for those who need in-service, 

on-the-job, vocational and professional training to improve their skills. In the Nigerian 

context, Adult Secondary Education is not given any attention to support what 

Kolawole (2006) observed that most developing countries invest more on formal 

education than in non-formal and adult education. This is contrary to what obtains in the 

developed countries of the world where it is an organized programme. 

In the United States of America for instance, there is what is called Adult 

Secondary Education (ASE). This is a free programme of instruction designed to 

prepare adults for further education or transition towards skills obtained and 

employment. It also includes the Adult High School (AHS), Diploma programme and 

High school Equivalency (US Department of Education) The need for adult education 

cannot be over emphasized. The World Bank’s 2019 World Development Report on the 

changing Nature of work argues that adult learning is an important channel to help 

enhance worker’s skills to fit the future of work and suggest ways to improve its 

effectiveness (Wikipedia). Hassain (2013) is of the view that Adult Education brings a 

great sense of dignity and self-esteem, enhanced respect of others, an ability to take 

control of one’s life and a greater desire to participate in society. It has the 
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responsibility of solving socio-economic, cultural, political and environmental 

problems. It aims at improving the situation of people by increasing their skills, 

knowledge and awareness. Adult Education is seen as a worthwhile programme of 

continuing education which is capable of enhancing the capabilities of the individuals in 

social, economic, political and cultural spheres.  

 

E-Learning in Adult Education  
E-learning is a much talked about issue in this era of Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICTs). Education is one of the sectors that have 

benefited greatly from this new technology. Learners can now have access to the 

information they need. This has immensely created the urge to design online 

educational packages that gave rise to e-learning. E-learning is defined by Salawudee 

(2006) as learning that occurs at the computer or online knowledge acquisition through 

the internet or offline, through the CD ROM and other ICTs. With these, education can 

be brought to the door steps of rural and deprived cities in Africa. In his own definition, 

Kay (2017) sees e-learning as a type of learning which is done solely online and the 

most popular way for adult learners to gain new knowledge and skills.  

Edemoh and Ogedebe (2014) define e-learning as online delivery of 

information, they added that it is instruction delivered through purely digital technology 

such as CD ROM, the internet and private networks. According to them, e-learning is 

web-based/online technology for the purpose of education. Wikipedia (2019) defines e-

learning as courses that are specifically delivered via the internet to somewhere other 

than the classroom not a course delivered via a DVD, or CD ROM, video tape or over a 

television channel. In this case, it is interactive in that the learner can communicate with 

his teacher, professors or other students in your class. Sometimes, it is a lecture that has 

been pre-recorded. Horton in Fayomi, Ayo and Ajayi (2015) are of the view that e-

learning is the use of internet and digital technologies to create experiences that educate 

our fellow human beings. 

 

The Form it takes 

Considering the definitions above, e-learning makes use of electrical devices 

that convey information to the learner outside the classroom. Many writers insist that 

the internet must be used but others believe that any form of learning that uses any of 

the ICTs is e-learning. Fayomi et al (2015) point out that e-learning uses that 

multimedia technologies and the internet to facilitate access to resources and services. 

As a matter of fact, e-learning for adult learners at the secondary school level is 

not expected to be highly technical and involving much serious computer operations. In 

the United States of America, there are various e-learning programmes for students at 

this level such as the High Tech High (HTH) that makes use of video lessons and other 
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recourses, the school of one maths based programme for students in grade 6 that 

operates unique learning path for each student’s individualized instruction. The full time 

online schools enrol students who receive instructions at home via the internet.  

The writers advocate that such online secondary school packages can be 

organized for Nigerian adults who want to complete secondary school education. There 

is the basic assumption that most individuals in Nigeria and most homes have access to 

one form of the ICTs or the other. Some scholars also believe that e-learning can take 

place with or without the internet because some mobile or electronic devices or e-

libraries do not need internet access.  The writers are of the view that at the senior 

secondary school level, adult learners can handle some of the common electronic 

devices like hand phones, tablets, laptops, radios, television sets, desk top computers 

and so on, to receive their instructions in all the school subjects. To borrow a leaf from 

Naira land Forum (2019), the following can form the sources of information, video 

tutorials, CD ROM and DVDs, Personalised Educative Tablets for secondary schools 

(PETSS) computer based instructions which may involve installing the applications 

which the learner can have access to. 

The writers add that homes that have internet access can install the application 

for the learners. Radio and televisions can introduce channels devoted to educative 

programmes at particular times of the day for learners to listen to.  

 

The E-learning package for adult secondary school learners (EPASSL). 

The following tips can be used when preparing e-learning package for adult 

secondary school learners in the various subjects 

 Use the modular form – state the topic, a unit at a time. 

 Time the instruction say 40mins.  

 State the instructional objectives. 

 Use some diagnostic questions to assess the needs of the learner as they affect the 

topic.  

 Present the instruction.  

 Flash instructional materials such as pictures, charts, diagrams, tables etc. 

 Use good and clear examples. 

 Repeat important points.  

 Use appropriate language that suits the level of the learner. 

 Use soft music to promote interest. 

 Ask simple questions to motivate the learner.  

 Provide answers to such questions. 

At the middle of the presentation. 

 Evaluate the lessons, ask questions that have relevance to the instructional 

objectives. 
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 Provide answers to the evaluation questions. 

 Ensure mastery before going to the next module. 

For effective adult e-learning exercise, Pappas (2014) presents Knowles’s five 

adult learning theories as they relate to e-learning. 

 For self-concept: Create learning experiences that offer minimum instructions and 

maximum autonomy.  

 For adult learner experience: include a wide range of instructional design models 

and theories to appeal to varied experience levels and backgrounds.  

 For readiness to learn: utilize social media and online collaboration tools to tie 

learning to social development.  

 Orientation to Learning: Emphasize how the subject matter is going to solve 

problems that an adult learner regularly encounters.  

 For motivation to learn: There must be a valid reason behind every e-learning 

course or module or educational activity.  

 

Advantages of E-Learning                                               

A lot of advantages have been identified with e-learning Kay (2017) states that 

online learning is ridiculously convenient. He adds that adults can study almost all 

courses ranging from maths and science to language arts and music. 

 Learners improve their computer skills in the process of learning. 

 It is individualized, self-paced and self-motivating.  

 It makes the learner participate actively in the process of learning because 

he has to handle the learning materials himself.  

 E-learning reduces the time and cost of running a programme. 

 It instils self-confidence in the learner and enhances his self-esteem.  

 It exposes the learner to a wide variety of knowledge and skills. 

 

Disadvantages of E-Learning        

Some of the disadvantages of e-learning are the lossof physical contact and 

interaction with the classroom, the teacher and other learners. The interaction is very 

important in socializing the individual. Grouping is not very easy and learners in most 

cases engage in individual projects. 

 

Challenges                                                                                                                   

Elearning in Nigeria is faced with a lot of challenges. It is still the theoretical 

frame work that is being talked about. Nwana (2012) observed that in public secondary 

schools, there is acute shortage of learning materials for e-learning such as 

online/internet connected computers, email facilities, multimedia television and digital 

libraries. One of the challenges of e-learning in adults is readiness for online learning. 
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Bernard, Brauer, Abrami and Sturkes in Smith (2006) identified four dimensions of 

such readiness as.  

 Online Skills such as computing, internet and online communication via email 

or discussion forum. 

 Self-management of learning and learning initiatives. 

 Beliefs about online learning. 

 The degree of interaction with the teacher and other students. 

Frankola cited in smith (2006) pointed out that some causes of dropout rates in 

corporate e-learning courses include lack of time, lack of motivation, poorly designed 

courses, and incompetent instructions. 

Memam Caffarcella and Bavingantrer cited in Paker (2010) express the concern 

that potential online learners have limited access to technology which is increasing, the 

digital divide and widening the gap between the have and have not’s. Furthermore, there 

is the danger of non-specialists hijacking the teaching job and not delivering the correct 

content and knowledge. Many fraudsters may use the e-learning packages as a means of 

making money while they are teaching out of context.       

    

Suggestions                                                                                                                  

To improve the question of the e-learning instruction provided for Adult Senior 

Secondary School education, the following suggestions are made.  

 The Nigerian government should recognize Adult Secondary Education as an 

important sector in basic education in Nigeria. 

 Curriculum planners should design a programme for Adult Senior Secondary 

Education in Africa and ensure that what is prepared for adult education is 

meaningful. Everybody cannot be a curriculum specialist or a subject 

specialist. Therefore, whatever is made available should be censored. 

 People should be sensitised to know the benefits of e-learning in adult 

education. 

 There should be adequate power supply in every nook and cranny. 

 Individuals who want to engage in e-learning adult education programme 

should be encouraged by being equipped with free laptops, tablets, internet 

facilities etc.  

 

Summary                                                                                                                                          

E-learning for adult education has become necessary in order to close the gap 

that exists between the upper basic education level and senior secondary education. E-

learning is a very important means of engaging adults in meaningful preparations for 

their O’level certificate. Some tips are given in this paper for designing packages to 

enhance e-learning in adult education. E-leaning has a lot of advantages which include 
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allowing the learner to move at his own time and pace. Some constraints are also 

pointed out and some suggestions are made.     
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